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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable DAN-
IEL K. AKAKA, a Senator from the State
of Hawaii.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Dr.
David Russell, national chaplain of the
American Legion, will lead the Senate
in prayer.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Dear most gracious Heavenly Father,
we humbly come to You today to re-
quest that You grant wisdom for all
those who gather in this seat of Gov-
ernment, that they might always act
in the best interest of this Nation and
its people whom they represent.

Help them, Sir, to seek Your guid-
ance and direction in all their delibera-
tions. Reach deep into their innermost
hearts and minds to bring them to-
gether in unity so that they may act as
one. Enable them to set aside personal
desires to seek Your divine will and
way for this great Nation.

May they, and we, always be mindful
that our Nation, our lives, our very
being rests in Thy eternal hands.

Bring them together in a spirit of hu-
mility and love for Thee and for these
United States of America. These peti-
tions we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable DANIEL K. AKAKA led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

Senate

The legislative clerk read the fol-

lowing letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 13, 2002.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DANIEL K. AKAKA, a
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. AKAKA thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.

————
WELCOME TO DR. DAVID RUSSELL

Mr. REID. On behalf of Senator WAR-
NER, I welcome Dr. David Russell, who
has been our guest Chaplain, for his
very timely prayer and also the rep-
resentation of the American Legion
which has rendered such great service
to our country.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, we are
grateful this morning to have a very
distinguished member of the clergy of
Virginia participate in the opening of
today’s session as the Chaplain. It is
my honor and privilege to join others
this morning. My colleague, Mr.
ALLEN, was here, and Senator REID par-
ticipated in introducing Dr. David Rus-
sell.

Dr. Russell hails from Spotsylvania,
VA, and is pastor of the Cornerstone
Baptist Church in Falmouth, VA, a
community of just over 3,600 outside
Fredericksburg. He served in the Ko-
rean war, as did I, and he served in the
U.S. Air Force from 1949 until 1952. It is
interesting that our periods over-
lapped. I served in the Marines in
Korea in the fall of 1951 until the
spring of 1952.

In short, Dr. Russell has served his
Lord, his nation, stretching back over
50 years. He is also privileged to be the
national chaplain of the American Le-
gion, an organization of which I am
privileged to be a member, as was my
father. My father served in World War
I as a young doctor in the trenches in
France and proudly joined the Legion.
I still possess the American Legion pin
that my father carried in that period of
time.

Dr. Russell’s distinguished back-
ground, however, includes another pro-
found and noteworthy matter. It has to
do with his service as a long-time
member of the Chapel of Four Chap-
lains. In fact, he now serves as the Vir-
ginia State Chaplain of the Chapel of
Four Chaplains. There may be some
who are not familiar with the Chapel of
Four Chaplains. I would like this morn-
ing to advise the Senate on this his-
toric moment in America’s history.

The inspiration for the Chapel of
Four Chaplains and its mission of
unity without uniformity comes from
the courageous acts of four Army chap-
lains who were serving aboard the USS
Dorchester when it was hit by an enemy
torpedo and sank in the North Atlantic
on February 3, 1943. The four chaplains,
LT George Fox, LT Alexander Goode,
LT John Washington, LT Clark Poling,
a Methodist, one of Jewish faith, one of
Catholic faith, and one of the Dutch
Reform Church, respectively—quickly
spread through the ship to tend to the
wounded and dying, to comfort those
able to attempt survival in the icy arc-
tic water. They died together, going
down with the ship, after giving their
lifejackets to other members of the
crew. Of the 902 service persons aboard
that merchant seaman ship and civil-
ian workers on that ship, 672 died, 230
survived.

President Truman was the Com-
mander in Chief under whom the dis-
tinguished guest today and I served in
the Korean war, and indeed in my brief
service at the conclusion of World War
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